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MAKE THIS WINTER'S NEW
TRENDS WORK FOR YOU

YEAS FOR EVERY SPACE

v Breathe new life into your hallway
v Banish clutter from the kitchen

v Make the most of a tiny cloakroom
v Add value with a new extension
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REAL HOME .

found out. | he ac had been owned by a
couple who lived in Hong kong, and chey
had ler ic our o tenants and lelt ic o
deteriorare, © U he carpers were dirmy, and
the barhmoem zgrungy,” conlided Marzarer
loweas meant mo be newreal, Bor i had gone
past thar info dingy As a resuln, we weren's
excited abour spending rime here, and
Huw ended up commaurting back ro Hugts
every nighe, which was far fromm deal. Ve
hardly wsed che |'||:|| e, |rwas such & wasre,”

1 heir shaorm-term solurion was oo ler the
place our themselves bur, when cheir
renant lefr, rhey knew rhe time had comee
o take @ deep breach and make the
aparement their own, “Neither ol ws has THE HOME

ik rime, sowe decided ro use interisr i, ane-bedisaim 19508 apaitmeil n

designer Christine May, who we found coniral Londan.

through the intermer. She ‘zor what we WHO LIVES HERE?

'.1':|r|1-::-|;l :|'r-::r|.| |-4|1|:1 gnl~.|1:_-..| thait, a5 well as :‘:ﬂf;ﬂ m;ﬁtﬂm;ﬁﬁfﬂhe

needing a facelift, the apartment also apart P S S R

needed some practical storage salurions, rights a wesk Their davghter Rhannan, 21,

especially as our daughrer had started to oftien stavs and & umenitly using the flat as hes

-\,,|'-;.-|'||:| rimee in London,” [ =t 1R !|II:'_'|:ﬂ:l-|'l.l'l1L‘pll'l Lerden
WHERE DO YO GET YOUR

A With anly one window, it was a chaBenge msmm Chaitie My of

1o rmaks the basement ing anea bight. 50 Christing My Interiars, who came up with

Christine’s suggestion of recessed lighting, iifleers and practical sclutiors. Shewas our

alang with pendant and wall lights, gawe the irapiration sl

couple the light spaoe which wrrsd the flat DO ¥OU HAVE ANY ADVICE?

froem d|l|l§.|!.l GLE] W-EHUI"IHII"II;. Thee addition of 1t & a Irtde mfxpﬂn;h Lisang an ienar

the colourful mg from Woven Ground and designer burt, if o ane busy, 1t°s a good vy

sedection ol mismatched bright cushisns from S0 gef i dore and finkhed”

Mt gives the space extra vibranoy WHAT'S NEXT?

e [ bo by sormestere 8 |8t bigger
W The storage unit from Boea is ideal for a FER O RS S N oy
simall coampact reonn | love the tact that
yous can hide the television comgletely with
the sding doors, which then reveal tasteful
sl v with co-ordinated kidck-knacks G

A billiant chesign 1 smibes Margaret

We turned our apartment
from crash pad to home

Margaret and Huw made an all-out effort to make their
London base more welcoming

l iving in Rugby, but working in - rhe marker, onby 15 minoes walk from
Landon, Huw needed a place o Uxbord Clireus, it seemed like such g sood
spay @ couple of nights g week,”  idea, [ohad previogsly been an old Minisery

Marzarer explains. "We'd had |'|r-:_-1.'i-::-|,|= ol Defence building, and we liked rhar

|'||;||_l\;'\1_ both im Vhe Barbvican and Shad historical aspect Lip e, thi= AT

Thames, but wanred somewhers much  looked grear.’

mare central, Sewhen this place came on Bt lecation isn't evervthing, as chey soom

Feature Kair Ghie: Photos Tomy Mo el

For stockels see page 122
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REAL HOME

¥ The mistaios some people make if they want to create the illusion of space is to paint the
room magnolia,’ says Margaret. ‘In fact, | think this closes in an area. Pale Blue an the walls
opers itup.' The dassic Egg chair from Blue Suntree creates a statement in this rocm and

gives it a modern edge
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Good idea!
Lis7ia lomge vligs, as Margaret fas done
: inthe dming and hing areos, halps
i sechon these spaces off érom each other
: 71 an Gen-pan ket

Christine called on her team of
Bapilddezrs and craltapeople. and irnmediately
went towork taking down g ghass brick wall
berween the dining ares and kirchen. "We
amz om the kower ground eog so it rends m
b quine dark, Daing this helped open the
place up,” says Margarer, | he dircy canpet
wis ripped up and a light wood laminare
purt dosan, again teowark with the lighe. he
couple bad hardly been using the kinchen,
Bt the makeover gave it o moch mors
livesabile Feel and armosphene

1 he Berief thew gave Christine was very
open, merely saving thar they wanted

76 Vewflome  Flovember 2011

& The kitchen anca s
surprisingly large, but has the
advartage of baing tucked away,
The wenits weare imhesited from
the previous ownars, but the
addition of newtral mosale tiles
from Homebass as a splashiack
thes in the area with the rest of
thea living spaca

4 It would have been tempting
for the couple to go for white
chairs to match the table, but
these wialrut ones frorm Dwell ook
dassy and are very reasonably
priced, They evan have a 19505
office fesd, which is a nod to

thea fact that the alding

onoe belonged to the Ministry

of Defenca

*Wich such a small space, we couldn’t jump from one

colour to another, Instead, we unified 1c with one colour
Howing throughour.”

use four Chinese paintings thar were
hamnging in the living area as inspiration, Ve
tavnd themm on the interner,” savs Margaret
“IThey represent the four seasons, Huw is a
Buddhisr, and we wanred o have thar
eentle Ornental fee] low chooghour!
Clhriseine ook the grevs and greens of the
painrings, together wich the bermy coloars in
thie: rug che couple had in the living area and
usedl thar chmoughour che aparmment. She
introduced che slightly Crriental leok wich
the Buddha in the living room, and a jade
'-.l.':ll'l|.;||'-:'r in the bedrmoom, but wichour

ammE ton aver the rap

Chrisrine tackled space problems Ty
commimissioning o safa bed in the living moom
and  matching  ottoman where  the
bedelathes and linen can be stored, The
dining room tabde alss [alds down inro g
consale rabde, and a wall of cuphaards ar the
far end of the living room both hide the
reldevision when it's not necded, and provide
spaie o pack things away | here are also
addicional shelves thar beld boxes o hide
cverything from birs and bobs ro beoks

Bur i wasn'e all a complere revamp

g,
I-'!-'-ti'i IH
3\

Good idea!

A dinrig toble that folss down sl
ariigh i besirne o consiie fable 5 o
greal spode-saler,

 Emmmmmmmmmmmae

Sarmetimes, all the aparmment nesded wis
liethe kving care. “We kept the bathroom
suite as it wasnt oo bad,” explain Margarer
Al we really had to do was make ic less
grubsboy and we did rhar by pe-riling in, which
was endlgh toorevigalise the room,”

"Ulging Christine pushed our boondanes a
livthe oo, admirs Margaret, “We would
never have chosen the funky grey chair, bt
Hura really likes it now, He says ir's really
comiy, and you'll oiven find him sitring
there with his laptop. She also chose o very
baaled wallpapeer for the bedroom which

wenayhmag.couk  Movenber 2012 Yooflome [ [
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B The coupla

:' had no need
: ; to change tha
i Ldsng romeed poitee Friames on existing
i the wall efher side of the bed, bathroam
Fredps b0 Boceide ght artind a mder) ﬂ:llhl:: It was
I b i . . relatively new
E. T "Imjcf@ ] Tetning le Haonwemwar, the
walls wene

givan a

4 The usa of mirrors TRVHTIR

will always add space with largs

and brightness. 5o rectangular

tha wall of fitted tiles fram

wardrabes behind MGA tikas.

panads of mimars is The band

a good idea in this of darker

bedraam. The walmut birowen tiles

trirm matchas tha halps break

bedside tables up the neutral

from Dwecll AKpANSE

4 At tha back of tha flat s the bedream. The
basernent window deesn't have a pleasing
viawy, 50 the couple have a transhicent screen
pernarently up. Once agaln, llght & an ke
50 Chiistine sugpestad tha mint green
wiallpager by Uinda Barkes from Graham &
Browen to glve the badroom brightness, as
widl a5 creating a serene and calming feel

*Stonng the duver and
pillows tor a sotabed ina
stvhish tootstool makes 1t casy
for when guests stay over.

<] Huw would never had chosen, and |
have toadmic he probably wouldn't even
now;, b i works well”

Using an intenor designer has been a
good decision. Margarer poinrs our char
neivher of themm had rhe time o research
and seuree builders, much less project-
manage the refurbishment, “We perhaps
might have saved a liccle money doing i
oursclves bor, with Christine in charge,
cvervthing gor done on time with res hasshes
frem the bulders, no disasrers, and no
dramas — withour hern who knows whar
might hivve: happened i

And now? Huw stavs ac the flar much
more aften, with Margarer joining him
A hey pat their feer up and relax and, even
though they srill prefer oo ear our, the
couple now look wpon ir as their Londan
hiome, and reot just & a place tosray,

2 ..

DEAS TO STEAL
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&P CHODSE SPACE-SAVING
ESSENTIALS

Sdarganat and Huw have a console @ble that
chousbres g a4 8 dining tabde wheh B ncedibl
usefl| when space 5 at a premium. The Cous Cak

Hidawary dining tabda, £150 from ke, dioss the
saime 1% alsn available n Bogquenad bk

&5 ADD LIGHT
AND SHADE

I e oopbe’s, ek,
Chresre dhide & fnin
groen walpaper to
brightan tha darkness -
T ackdand benefit of the P 2
rid=cent lingh an the Ll
paper means that light —

reflects off it, too. Far a similar ook, By Orierdal
Darcken Eaie e Fal Floma walpaper 235 par i,
Irarm Laura Aafley

&P DISGUISE TECHNOLOGY

Wilth telsivon s getting Digger thete da,
they @an lack ugly and dan't do much 1o enhance
a roam Bdangarat's hidden tebadsion storage unit
sohves that probderm, as wel a5 creating additonal
shaperg Ty lkosa's Besta range, tor smarl and
affordable storage solutions

€» COMBINE

COLOUR SCHEMES
Wooden Neorng B a
practical choice, but @n lock
a kit phin. Usa stiling rugs
B adcd a statemneant in

# o and Do lss e oolour
themes together, as Margaret
has doma. Tesoo Direct has a
widde snige of nas o st
Every Lrite and budget

#F MAKE FURNITURE A FEATURE
O “wwoaw” pcce of
furniture can mally make
& oy g the Eq-_;cha-r
by Arnie lacokeen wil do
thes in any enviranment.
[eigned far tha lolsby and
recepion of a hoiel in 1958,
e Fegor e Lctian
chair is £399
fraim B
Snires ani
formes A wide
selectian of
finishies and
oo
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